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(Translation: E. 1 . Bowman)

On the occasion of the visit of the expedition of the Geographical Institute
of Zurich University to the Kilimanjaro massif, (12 December 1970 to 17
January 1971), I ascended hum Peak for the eighteenth and nineteenth
times. After making a day-long reconnaissance of the N side of Kibo from the
Saddle, where we had pitched camp, I set out on 31 December 1970 to attempt
the ascent of the orthern Ice-field from the Inner Crater.

I was accompanied as far as the foot of the Great North glacier, whence I
proceeded alone, by Prof Dr Oskar Bar of Zurich and Dr Hans U1rich Maag
of Lucerne together with Ruwaichi, a native guide. We discovered a new gap
on the E side of the Northern Ice-field, about 300 m N of the Meyer Gap. In
the centre of this ice-free gap in the originahce-rim stands a huge mass of ice,
about 50 m in height-a real iceberg. My friends from Zurich University
named this gap 'L6rtscher Gap' in my honour.

I spent thirteen hours, from 7am to 8pm, alone on the Great Jorth glacier.
Cutting steps in the brittle glazed ice consumed much time and energy in the
rarefied atmosphere. This glacier, which ascends in vast steps enclosed by
vertical or overhanging walls of ice 3-12 m high, is seamed with concealed
longitudinal and transverse crevasses where it flattens out, necessitating ex
treme caution. The highest point of the glacier cannot be seen from the crater
owing to projecting ice-walls. These ice-walls were overcome with the aid of
ice-pitons and etriers. I reached the top of the ice-ridge at 4.50pm, after climb
ing in a westerly direction throughout. I had been climbing in slight mist
since 11 0 clock. I descended in a northerly direction at first and then NE after
traversing a long neve seamed with treacherous crevasses. I was forced to make
sixteen separate abseils down the ice-walls and seracs, cutting 'ice-mushrooms'
with the axe in order to economise on ice-pitons. In this method of abseiling,
a groove is cut out behind the so-called 'mushroom' into which the rope is
placed; after the abseil manoeuvre is finished, the rope can be very easily
recovered. After a final abseil down an 8-m ice-buttress I reached the rocky
lava surface on the N side of the Northern Ice-field at about 8pm.

Using a head lamp I descended the stony slope for more than an hour, heading
due N, until I reached a large outcrop of lava, where I bivouacked. I had filled
my Thermos flask with snow, which enabled me to prepare some soup on my
Bordier cooker.

I spent a very peaceful New Year's eve at an altitude of 4940 m, with the
temperature at freezing point. Although I was dog-tired, I was unable to get
off to sleep at once, as my nerves were still on edge owing to the day's exertions.
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I had a couple of shattering experiences; on one occasion I fell into a crevasse
and later a small serac gave way under my weight, tipped over and broke into
fragments. However, at any likely danger point, I belayed myself with ice
pitons and two jumar-etriers.

The return journey on 1 January 1971 consisted of an endless traverse of
innumerable gaps and grooves on the NE slopes of Kibo at a height of 4350 m,
descending to 3820 m and I finally reached the Mawenzi Saddle in the evening.

Notes

Water. The first water I encountered was on 9 January 1971 in the Inner
Crater about 50 m from the edge of the Northern Ice-field. This consisted of
the bed of a stream about 1'20 m deep through which flowed a small rivulet
about 30 cm wide. The weather was very fine on that day so that I was able to
collect a good deal of thaw water. The stream trickled away into the dark lava
scree close by the newly discovered gap. I was unable to discover any more
water either on the Nside or on the way back to the Saddle.

Degree of difficulty. The vertical, grooved ice walls of the Northern glacier
could only be overcome by the use of ice-pitons, karabiners and etriers.

Equipment. Alpine equipment was used throughout, consisting of rope, ice-axe,
ice-hammer, ice-pitons, hatchet, head lamp, bivouac sack, cooker, etriers
(nylon-light metal).

SUMMARY First ascent of the Northern Ice-field of Kilimanjaro on 31 December
1970 and 1January 1971 by Fritz Lortscher in thirteen hours from Kibo hut.
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